Introduction
Nematodes of the family Rhabdiasidae Railliet, 1915 are mostly lung-dwelling parasites of amphibians and some reptiles. The group is distributed globally, excluding Antarctica. The family includes more than 90 nominal species belonging to 5-7 genera; most species are assigned to the genus Rhabdias Stiles et Hassall, 1905. One of the distinguishing features of rhabdiasids is the alternation of two generations in their life cycles: hermaphroditic generation with adults inhabiting the host, and gonochoristic generation, soil-or faeces-dwelling. For most rhabdiasid species, however, only adult parasitic stage is described, and thus the species diagnoses are based on morphology of adult hermaphrodites.
Generally, Rhabdiasidae are considered to be morphologically monomorphic group. This makes difficult both the differentiation of species and studies on taxonomy, systematics and phylogeny of the family. However, recent studies involving traditional and novel approaches (electron microscopy, molecular methods) allowed description of new species based on the expanded differentiation. More than 40 species of the family have been described during the last decade, mostly in tropical regions of Central and South America, Africa and South-East Asia. On the other hand, a large part of rhabdiasid species is known from Palaearctic and Nearctic regions, apparently due to the better knowledge on helminths of amphibians and reptiles in Europe, North America and Japanese Islands.
Of about 90 of currently recognised rhabdiasid species, 2 have been already mentioned by Dujardin (1845):
